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make himself peculiar. It does not add a single inch to
his moral stature."

Gandhiji's Dream

Rev. Tema wanted to know if Gandhiji had a message
to send through him to the Indian community in South
Africa. But Gandhiji had none at that time. An opportunity
presented itself a few days later when a group of South
Africa born Indian boys came to see him at Bardoli. They
had come to pursue their medical studies in India and
sought his help to gain admission to some suitable medical
college or colleges in the country. Gandhiji had known
the parents and guardians of some of them in South Africa
as his clients. These young men also discussed with him the
question of the formation of a Non-White United Front
in South Africa.                                             -

"What should we, South Africa borns, do to preserve
our Indian culture in our country of adoption?53 they
next asked Gandhiji, "What other languages would you
ask us to learn besides English?"

Gandhiji answered by first twitting them for giving
the first place to English. He advised them instead to learn
Hindustani, which should contain all words of Sanskritic
as well as Persian or Arabic origin, that are used by the
man in the street. The Hindus dared not neglect the study
of Sanskrit, nor the Muslims of Arabic, not only because
the study of these languages was necessary to give them
access to their scriptures in the original, but also because
these two tongues contained the grandest poetry that the
world has ever produced. "But above all," he concluded,
i;you should jealously retain the essential simplicity and
spirituality which is the hall-mark of Indian culture."

Their other question was whether they should carry
on the struggle for their rights in South Africa through
Satyagraha or through constitutional agitation.

"If the South African Indian community had guts
in them, I would say Satyagraha, and they are bound to
win. I am hoping that some day from among Indian youths
born in South Africa a person will arise who will stand up
for the rigfrts of his countrymen domiciled there,  and